The Laws by Edson, Russell
CutBank 
Volume 1 
Issue 44 CutBank 44 Article 25 
Summer 1995 
The Laws 
Russell Edson 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Edson, Russell (1995) "The Laws," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 44 , Article 25. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss44/25 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
Russell Edson
The Laws
If the rooster thinks he brings up the sun, and if 
the cow thinks she sets it with her lowing, what harm?
Of course the cow is somewhat smarter than the 
rooster, but his convictions are stronger. The cow tends 
to be intellectually lazy. This makes the rooster appear 
to be quicker, but it’s probably only his nerves.
Roosters are bom nervous wrecks. And still, no laws 
are broken.
Should the rooster and the cow get married it 
has no legal force in human law. Nor has it sanction in 
biological law.
So it is generally better for roosters to marry 
hens, and cows to marry bulls. Though neither has any 
legal force in human law, the law of nature does not 
discount it...
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